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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S REPLY TO PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE 

1. FOR OTTAWA: PLEASE PASS THE TEXT OF FOLLOWING LETTER 
FROM PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER BANDARANAIKE. PRIME 
MINISTER CURRENTLY ATTENDING COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 

2. QUOTE: AUGUST 3, 1973: DEAR MADAME PRIME MINISTER: 

YOUR LETTER OF JULY 10 WAS A VERY PERSUASIVE DESCRIPTION 
OF SRI LANKA'S URGENT NEED FOR FOOD ASSISTANCE. YOU CAN 
BE SURE THAT WE APPRECIATE THE PROBLEMS YOU FACE IN THIS 
AREA AND WILL TRY TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS WE CAN. SINCE 
WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE A PRECISE ANSWER JUST 
YET, I WANT YOU TO HAVE THIS PROMPT EXPLANATION OF HOW 
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YOUR GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST IS BEING HANDLED. 
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YOUR LETTER RECALLS THE FEBRUARY AID GROUP MEETING, AT 
WHICH THE U.S. REPRESENTATIVE EXPRESSED OUR HOPE THAT WE 
WOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE DOLS 15-18 MILLION WORTH OF WHEAT 
FLOUR TO SRI LANKA UNDER TITLE I OF PUBLIC LAW 480. AS 
YOU KNOW, THE INTERVENING MONTHS HAVE SEEN VERY SERIOUS 
QUESTIONS OF FOOD AVAILABILITY DEVELOP ON A WORLDWIDE 
BASIS, GREATLY COMPLICATING OUR TASKS IN MAKING ALLOCATIONS 
UNDER PL 480. 


THESE MATTERS ARE CURRENTLY UNDER VERY ACTIVE EXAMINA- 
TION WITHIN OUR GOVERNMENT. OUR AMBASSADOR WILL KEEP IN 
CLOSE CONTACT WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT AS THIS PROCESS 
CONTINUES. MEANWHILE, YOU MAY BE SURE THAT WE WANT TO 
BE AS HELPFUL AS WE CAN AND THAT THE POINTS RAISED IN 
YOUR LETTER WILL BE TAKEN CAREFULLY INTO ACCOUNT. 

WITH WARM PERSONAL REGARDS, SINCERELY, RICHARD NIXON. 
END QUOTE 

3. FOR COLOMBO: ORIGINAL OF LETTER BEING POUCHED 
FOR TRANSMITTAL TO GSL. ROGERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 54410 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EWGNEHM:HME (TEXT RECEIVED FROM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730855/aaaabokm.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07-Sep-2001 by elyme>; APPROVED <13-Nov-2001 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT'S REPLY TO PRIME MINISTER BANDARANAIKE 
TAGS: PFOR, EAID, CE 
To: OTTAWA COLOMBO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



